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Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control: 
Spring Creek Community School 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
On March 17, 2020 the Provincial Health Officer (PHO) identified a pandemic risk to the province and declared a 
public health emergency and a provincial state of emergency related to the international spread of the Coronavirus-
2019. 
 
The Ministry of Education, in collaboration with the PHO, has directed school districts to “begin the new school year 
with the goal to maximize in-class instruction for all students” under Stage 2 of the K-12 Education Restart Plan by 
“implementing a comprehensive suite of COVID-19 safety measures” and maintaining these foundational principles: 

● Maintain a healthy and safe environment for all students, families and staff. 

● Provide the services needed to support the children of our essential workers (ESWs). 

● Support vulnerable students who may need special assistance. 

● Provide continuity of educational opportunity for all students. 
 
Further details of these directions can be found here: 

● BC’s Restart Plan (Phases 1 to 4) 
● K-12 Education Restart Plan (Stages 1 to 5) 

 
The health and wellbeing of our students, staff, and families is a top priority for Spring Creek Community School. 
This Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control has been developed to ensure the health of our educational 
community through the evolving situation with COVID-19. This plan will be reviewed as new information becomes 
available and amended as needed, in accordance with provincial direction. Staff may wish to review this important 
information at WorkSafeBC COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions. 
 
All staff, students, parents/guardians, contracted services, and community members accessing our sites are 
expected to follow this safety plan.. 
 
 

2.0 RISK ASSESSMENT: TRANSMISSION OF COVID-19 
The following risk assessment information is based on the best evidence currently available from the British 
Columbia Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) (BCCDC COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 School Settings).  
 
The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads in several ways, including through droplets when a person coughs or 
sneezes, and from touching a contaminated surface before touching the face. Higher risk situations require 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020HLTH0089-000505
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020PSSG0017-000511
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/bc-restart-plan
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/health-and-safety/covid-19-faqs
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
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adequate protocols to address the risk. The risk of person-to-person transmission is increased the closer people are 
to one another, the amount of time people are near one another, and the number of people near one another. 
Physical distancing measures help mitigate this risk. The risk of surface transmission is increased when many  
people contact the same surface, and when those contacts happen in short intervals of time. Effective cleaning and 
hygiene practices help reduce the risk. 
 
COVID-19 and Children 

● COVID-19 virus has a very low transmission rate in children (ages 0 to19). 
○ In B.C., less than 1% of children tested have been COVID-19 positive. 

● Most children are not at high risk for COVID-19 transmission. 
○ Children under 10 comprise a smaller proportion of the total confirmed child cases compared 

to children between the ages of 10 and 19. 
● Based on published literature to date, the majority of cases in children are the result of household 

transmission by droplet spread from a symptomatic adult family member with COVID-19. Even in 
family clusters, adults appear to be the primary drivers of transmission. 

● Children under one year of age, and those who are immunocompromised or have pre-existing 
pulmonary conditions are at a higher risk of more severe illness from COVID-19. 

○ Children who are at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 can still receive in-person 
instruction. Parents and caregivers are encouraged to consult with their health-care provider 
to determine their child’s level of risk. 

● Children typically have much milder symptoms of COVID-19, if any. They often present with low-grade 
fever and a dry cough. Gastrointestinal symptoms are more common in children than with adults over 
the course of disease, while skin changes are less common in children than with adults. 
 

COVID-19 and Adults 
● While COVID-19 impacts adults more than children, most adults infected with COVID-19 will have mild 

symptoms that do not require care outside of the home. 
● Some adults with specific health circumstances are at an increased risk for more severe outcomes, 

including individuals: 
○ aged 65 and over; 
○ with compromised immune systems; or, 
○ with underlying medical conditions. 

 
COVID-19 and Schools 

● There is limited evidence of confirmed transmission within school settings. This is partially due to 
wide-spread school closures worldwide at the onset of the pandemic to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

○ In documented cases, there was typically minimal spread beyond the index case though 
isolated outbreaks have been reported. 

● Children do not appear to be the primary drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or in community 
settings. 

● Schools and childcare facility closures can have significant mental health and socioeconomic impacts 
on families and children, especially those most vulnerable.  

● Prevention measures and mitigation strategies involving children must be commensurate with risk. 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/priority-populations/children-with-immune-suppression


 
 Spring Creek Community School Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control 

 
 September 2020 

 

Page 3 of 16 

 

3.0 INFECTION PREVENTION AND EXPOSURE MEASURES FOR 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
The PHO has provided the following Infection Prevention Framework for Infection Prevention and Exposure 
Measures for Communicable Disease. This Spring Creek Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control uses this 
framework to describe the safety planning expectations for everyone in our school. 
 

 
 
3.1 Public Health Measures 
Public Health Measures include Orders from the PHO, improved testing, and contact tracing. All SD48 schools and 
sites are expected to follow the directions of the PHO, Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH), the Ministry of Education 
(MOE), BC Center for Disease Control, and WorkSafeBC for the BC K-12 Education sector. 

 
The PHO oversees active testing of people with COVID-19 symptoms. Should a person working or learning in our 
school district be identified by VCH as testing positive for COVID-19, the protocols within Board Policy 303: 
Communicable Diseases will be followed. If a student or staff is confirmed to have COVID-19, public health will do an 
investigation to confirm if any staff or students have been in close contact with that person and need to self-isolate. 
Public health will inform the school and superintendent if there are close contacts of a confirmed case within a 
Learning Group or school. 
 
The PHO has placed restrictions on public gatherings through the PHO Order for Mass Gathering Events which are 
distinct from those expectations established for in-class instruction in the K to 12 Education Sector. Information on 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLC3RyJXjbJKgoI_ED5CsKwYsdqpu47ziYzWWZvwRgo/edit#heading=h.9bzs6xgu4m3e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PLC3RyJXjbJKgoI_ED5CsKwYsdqpu47ziYzWWZvwRgo/edit#heading=h.9bzs6xgu4m3e
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf
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Learning Group Cohorts established for in-class instruction can be found below under Administrative Measures. For 
all other gatherings in the school district the PHO Order must be followed.  
 
3.2 Environmental Measures 
Stage 2  Physical Distancing and Minimizing Physical Contact  
To reduce the number of people that each student or staff member comes into contact with, thereby reducing the 
risk of transmission and ensuring quicker contact tracing by health authorities, the PHO has established clear 
guidelines under Stage 2 of the Return to School Plan. Students and staff from within the same Learning Group 
cohort should minimize physical contact with one another and all students and staff should maintain 2m of physical 
distancing from anyone outside of their Learning Group cohort. 
 
At Spring Creek, we have ensured that: 

● signage is posted at entrances outlining expectations for entry, hand washing, and physical distancing 
expectations; 

● floor markings and posters are used to address traffic flow throughout the school; 
● recess, breaks, lunch, and class transition times are staggered to provide a greater amount of space 

for everyone; 
● additional areas are provided for staff to take breaks, including outdoors; 
● strategies are created that prevent crowding at pick-up and drop-off times; and, 
● guidelines, as well as appropriate signage and communication plans, are created for the appropriate 

use of school property before and after school and during recesses/lunch breaks. 
 

Stage 2 Restricted Access to SD48 Sites  
Spring Creek remains closed to non-essential community use at this time. Staff will reduce their use of the school 
building during the evening on school days and avoid working at the school site on the weekends. Anyone needing 
an exception made must gain approval from the school principal. 
 
Communication to parents will be enhanced, including school website updates, emails home to families, and signage 
at the school that outline and explain that: 

● parents, caregivers, and other visitors remain outside of the school to drop off their children; 
● all inquiries or requests to schools are done through phone or email; 
● approved external visits to the school are prioritized to those adults supporting activities that are of 

benefit to student learning and wellbeing (e.g. teacher candidates, mental health clinicians, 
immunizers, meal program volunteers, etc.); 

● when adult visitors are approved to enter the school, additional signage and floor markings indicate 
how the visitor is to proceed and that the visitor is placed on the school contact list for that day, has 
completed the requirements of a daily health check, is wearing a non-medical mask (or provide one 
for them), and sanitizes their hands when they enter the building; 

● site entrances and administrative areas have a designated 2 metre distance (using tape or other floor 
markers) from the counter and the staff member working there; 

● Spring Creek will maintain a list of the names, dates, and contact information for all visitors who are 
approved to enter the school. 

 
Spring Creek is designated as a “closed campus” for students during the instructional day.  



 
 Spring Creek Community School Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control 

 
 September 2020 

 

Page 5 of 16 

● all families and students understand that students are to remain on school property during the 
instructional day, including breaks and lunch time; and, 

● if a student needs to leave school for an appointment, principals must ensure that they sign out of the 
school and, upon return, sign back in and wash their hands before rejoining their Learning Group. 
 

Stage 3 Restricted Access to SD48 Sites 
The same restrictions to accessing Spring Creek apply as under Stage 2. 

 

Stage 2 Community Use Groups on SD48 Sites  
School District No.48 is limiting Community User Groups at this time to those where the cleaning required for the 
user group does not impede with the custodial team’s ability to adequately clean the school for maximum in-class 
instruction at the site and to those user groups which are able to submit a Safety Plan outlining their approach to 
ensuring appropriate health and safety protocols are maintained.   
 
User Group Safety Plans must include: 

● daily health checks of individual user group members prior to entering the building; 
● washing hands before entering the building and frequently throughout; 
● notification that participants stay at home if they are feeling ill; 
● a list of the date, names, and contact information for any user group members who entered the 

school;  
● maintaining a maximum of 50 people in alignment with the Gatherings and Events Order of the 

PHO. Additional information is available from the BCCDC for gatherings and events in 
community settings, remember that school Cohort groups may exceed this limit;  

● members practicing diligent hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette;  
● physical distancing among older youth and adults;  
● limiting building access to only those areas required for the purpose of the activity;  
● a process for identifying the used equipment to ensure proper disinfecting can take place by 

SD48 custodians; and, 
● community members’ ability to bring their own equipment, where appropriate.  

 
Stage 3 Community Use Groups on SD48 Sites  
There will not be non-essential community use of school facilities. 
 
Stage 2 & 3 School Gatherings  
School gatherings during the instructional day will only occur within designated Learning Group cohorts. These 
gatherings should happen infrequently and typical assemblies and other school-wide events should be held virtually.  
 
Staff Meetings involving staff from different Learning Groups should preferably occur through virtual means. Where 
a virtual alternative is not possible, staff meetings can happen in person if participants maintain physical distance. 

 

Stage 2 & 3 Physical Spaces 
Spring Creek applies the Draft SD48 Room Readiness Policy for creating and maintaining open, spacious, flexible, and 
hygienic learning and working environments. For clarity, the Draft SD48 Room Readiness Policy was not created 
specifically as a COVID-19 exposure control measure. Rather, it is intended as an ongoing plan to support our 
collective social responsibility to a high standard of cleanliness and care at all times. When all staff and students tidy 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/event-planning
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AFPz8jPw50fKt8PPNatqtiLhdXDvtbH2/view
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up after their own activities, remove unnecessary clutter, and maintain orderly spaces, it supports custodial staff to 
more easily clean high touch and other surfaces for important hygiene safety standards. Please note that input 
collected from staff and partners over time will inform the further development of the Draft SD48 Room Readiness 
Policy.  
 
Under the Draft SD48 Room Readiness Policy, including some additional measures for COVID-19 exposure control, 
staff are asked to: 

● eliminate all clutter, including the removal of rarely used materials currently being stored in the 
classroom or work space; 

● place school district resources in a central storage area rather than in classrooms or work spaces; 
● take all personal items home, including personal learning resources not currently being used by 

students; 
● ensure students take personal items home daily and that all elementary ‘coat/cloak rooms’ are empty 

at the end of each day; 
● make every effort, where deemed necessary in elementary schools, to store students’ items like 

indoor shoes or extra dry clothes inside closed cupboards; 
● reduce the number of high touch surfaces in all rooms;  
● remove all materials from any remaining surface areas, including desks/countertops, sink areas, 

workstations, and staff rooms; and, 
● ensure that all classrooms/work spaces that are not in use are cleaned, closed, and locked. 

 
School water fountains are to be disabled. Signage and training should support everyone in using the water filling 
stations at each school. Students and staff are to bring their own personal water bottle to use at water filling station 
 
Stage 2 Density Reduction  
Principals are required to ensure that people are easily able to maintain 2m of physical distancing and do not crowd, 
gather, or congregate with people from different Learning Groups, even if non-medical masks are being worn. In 
order to support this, efforts must be made to reduce density where possible, including:  

● establishing and posting occupancy limits for shared spaces, such as lunch rooms & washrooms; 
● providing additional areas for staff to take breaks, including outdoors; 
● creating plans, if necessary, for two or more Learning Groups sharing the same learning space to enter 

and leave the space safely; 
○ e.g. Learning Group A enters the space first and is seated on the far side of the classroom as 

indicated by signage; Learning Group B follows and is seated on the near side of the classroom 
as indicated by signage. Process reversed at dismissal. 

● having staff use outside spaces for student learning as often as possible; 
● creating guidelines for school arrival and departure times and gathering during recesses/lunch 

breaks; 
● ensuring that there is a specific plan for students to, where possible, remain in their Learning Group 

during recess, lunch and break times; 
● creating schedules and plans to reduce density that include assigned physical spaces for individual 

cohorts and their break times, 
○ in some cases, staggered schedules will be necessary to ensure that all Learning Groups have 

adequate space for breaks; and, 
● creating plans for the arrival and dismissal of students and instructions to students and parents and 

guardians for specific entrances and exits to the building. 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-occupancy-limit?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-occupancy-limit?lang=en
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Stage 3 and 4 Density Reduction 
In addition to the requirements of stages 3 and 4, principals must  ensure that they meet the Stage 3 Density targets 
of 50% for their schools and Stage 4 Density targets of 25%. 

K-5 students will attend 2 days per week. 
Grade 6-7 will attend one day per week. 

An online learning plan will continue to be provided in the blended in-person/distance learning 
opportunities. 

Students will attend on an alternate-days, roughly based on Alphabetical order. There will be few 
exceptions to the alphabetical allocation only for very specific reasons determined by our staff.  

Mondays/Thursdays or Tuesdays/Fridays are the expected alternating day pairings.  

 
Children of Essential Services workers will be offered full-time in-class instruction during school hours. Principals 
must ensure that: 

● children of Essential Service Workers (ESW’s) aged 5-12 are identified; 
● children of ESWs aged 5-12 are provided access to full-time in-class instruction;  
● children of ESW’s over 12 who are vulnerable or have a disability that precludes them from 

being at home alone will be offered full-time in class instruction; and, 
● density targets are maintained. 

 

Vulnerable students who may need special assistance will be offered full-time in-class instruction. Examples of 

students who require additional support K-12 (children and youth in care, students at risk of not graduating, 

‘at-risk’ students, students not yet meeting literacy expectations, students with an AIP, IEP, etc.). 

Principals must ensure that:  

● all students with disabilities, diverse abilities, and children who require additional support have 

access to full-time in-class instruction. 

 

Stage 2 & 3 School Playgrounds 
Spring Creek playground is open. Community members using Spring Creek’s playground are advised that they do so 
at their own risk and that surfaces will not be disinfected. Playground Use School Signs are posted. 
 
Stage 2 & 3 Cleaning and Disinfection 
Spring Creek follows the  SD48 Pandemic Guide for Custodial Operations, which provides pandemic cleaning 
procedures required in accordance with directions from the BCCDC’s Cleaning and Disinfectants for Public Settings. 
General cleaning and disinfecting of school premises must occur once in a 24 hour period and cleaning and 
disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces twice in 24 hours, including at least once during regular school hours. 
Custodial hours have been adjusted for instructional days to include two daytime custodians in the majority of our 
facilities with shifts starting at 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, and 2:30 pm. The day shift custodians must maintain the 
frequent cleaning of high touch surfaces during regular school hours. The after school custodians must complete the 
general cleaning and disinfecting of the school, including the second disinfecting of the frequently touched surfaces. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tRXQlX_6UBrRSiBj4dT3YycbSsmVgS_y/view?usp=sharing
https://22.files.edl.io/b04d/08/18/20/154825-d3798055-bb8a-4e55-aea2-f688742dbf64.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
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Spring Creek,  the Director of Operations, and our custodial team have reviewed and are applying the cleaning and 
disinfecting guidelines to ensure that: 

● a schedule for general cleaning and disinfecting of each premise at least once every 24 hours, 
including items that only a single student uses (e.g. desks and chairs) is established; 

● cleaning and disinfecting high touch surfaces occurs at least twice every 24 hours (e.g. door handles, 
cupboard handles, handrails, grab handles, light switches, desk tops, counter tops, shared keyboards 
and devices, phones, washrooms and associated handles, etc.); 

● cleaning products for classrooms, work spaces, and common work areas are provided; 
● only school district provided liquids (these will be commonly used and commercially available cleaners 

and detergents) and/or soap and water for cleaning surfaces are used; 
● items which cannot be easily cleaned are removed (e.g. plush toys); 
● any surface that is visibly dirty is cleaned and disinfected; 
● frequently touched items that are not easily cleaned are limited; 
● appliances (microwaves, refrigerators, coffee pots, photocopies etc.) can be shared but are considered 

high touch services; 
● paper hand towels rather than hand dryers are provided; 
● garbage, recycling, and composting containers are emptied daily; 
● usual safety standards when cleaning up blood or bodily fluids (e.g. runny nose, vomit, urine) by 

wearing disposable gloves and washing hands before and after wearing gloves are followed. 
 
Normal cleaning and disinfecting procedures and those noted in this document will be employed. This includes when 
different Learning Group cohorts use the same space (e.g. a classroom, gym, arts room, home economics or science 
lab, etc.) and when Learning Group cohorts are changed after a quarter, semester, or term. 
 
According to the provincial guidelines, there is no evidence that the COVID-19 virus is transmitted via textbooks, 
paper, or other paper-based products. There is no need to limit the distribution of books or paper based educational 
resources to students. 
 
Stage 2 & 3 Designated Space for Symptoms Management 
Whenever a student or staff member develop symptoms (BCCDC COVID-19 Symptoms) at school, they will be moved 
to our ____ room. 
 Designated supervisor is the LST assigned to that cohort. Cohort EA will be the back up supervisor. 
Then we will 

● contact the student’s parent/guardian for pickup as soon as possible; 
● ensure the supervisor maintains a 2m physical distance from the student, if possible and, if not 

possible, that the supervisor wears a mask, if available, or uses a tissue to cover their nose and mouth; 
● have masks available in this designated space; 
● support the student in using the mask; 
● ensure any used masks or tissues are disposed of as soon as possible; 
● ensure that the student washes their hands when entering the space and when leaving it; 
● ensure all staff, and especially the supervisor in this designated area, avoid touching any student’s 

body fluids (e.g. mucous, saliva) and to wash their hands right away if this does occur; 
● ensure the supervisor washes their hands once the student has been picked up; and, 
● ensure that the space where the student or staff member was separated and any areas used by them 

are cleaned and disinfected promptly.  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/symptoms
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In all incidences of someone demonstrating symptoms of COVID-19, principals must contact the Director of 
Instruction: Learning Services, who will coordinate communication with the local public health unit. Principals may 
also contact 8-1-1 or the local public health number for further guidance.  
 
Stage 2 & 3 Ventilation and Air Exchange 
SD48 will continue to maintain Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV) rated filters in the air systems in our 
schools. SD48 will consult with a mechanical engineer to determine if airflow exchange meets the PHO 
requirements, at each site, prior to school opening. School building ventilation/air exchanges will be enhanced, if 
necessary, as a result of the mechanical engineer’s recommendations. 

 
3.3 Administrative Measures 
Administrative measures include the implementation of policies, procedures, and related training and education 
which reduce the risk of exposure. Examples of these include health and wellness policies, cohorts, modified 
schedules and supporting the ability of individuals to maintain physical distance. 
 
WHere to put this?? Stage 3 Physical Distancing and Minimizing Physical Contact (may go to Admin procedures) 
Principals must ensure everyone understands the following expectations: 

● Physical distancing for elementary students when interacting outside of their learning groups.  

 
Teaching and Learning 
The Ministry of Education states that “throughout all stages of the pandemic, school districts are expected to 
maintain the high educational standards set out in the K-12 legislative framework: the Policy for Student 
Success and Framework for Enhancing Student Learning.” Further, the ministry outlines that teachers are 
expected to work with their students to cover all required learning standards of the curriculum including an 
emphasis on the First Peoples Principles of Learning. The SD48 Pathways to Learning website provides 
evidence based and trauma informed direction for personalized learning. SD48 educators should continue to 
reference the research, strategies, and structures within Pathways to Learning to guide all decision making for 
student wellness and learning and school organization. Additionally, teachers are encouraged to plan for 
activities that allow for a transition between in-class and remote learning in the event of a transition between 
Stages. SD48  will be providing a K-9 online (Distributed Learning) home education program as an alternative 
to homeschooling  for those children who cannot return to school at this time. 
 
Stage 2 Field Trips 
All international and overnight field trips are cancelled.  
When planning a local field trip, Principals must ensure that: 

● existing policies and procedures as well as the COVID-19 health and safety guidelines are followed; 
● field trip locations provide supervisors with their COVID-19 operating plan, ensuring that it does not 

conflict with the school’s plan, and is shared with parents and administration; 
● parent volunteer drivers are not involved (not permitted in stages 2-4); and, 
● volunteers providing supervision are trained in and strictly adhere to physical distancing and all other 

health and safety guidelines. 
 
Stage 3 and 4 Field Trips 
No Field Trips shall occur in stages 3 and 4. 
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Mental Health Supports 
It is expected that every school submit a plan to the district outlining how they will monitor and support each 
student’s mental health and well-being daily, including the incorporation of K to 12 Career and Life Education 
(CLE) curriculum critical to a sense of self, identity, personal planning, personalized student learning plans, etc. 
Evidence based approaches, such as First Peoples Principles of Learning to incorporate Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing, Being, and Doing, should be used to create time and space for the adult advocate and the student 
peers to connect with each other and check in on each other’s wellness. Local circle protocols are prevalent in 
SD48 classrooms and are an example of one way to incorporate this time and relevant topics into a daily 
routine. The SD48 Education Plan: Pathways to Learning has a drop down menu where student e-folios and 
The Four Blankets are described as our approach to student self assessment of their resilience and for 
teachers to scan and assess the prevalence of each child’s important layers (blankets) of connections and 
supports. 
 
Inclusion and Personalization 
Principals and School Based Teams must plan for students who require more support in school to have full-
time, in-class instruction available.  
The SD48 My Action Plan (MAP) includes space for each student to write their own Student Learning Plan and 
the supports from which they benefit.  
All students are to be supported in completing their MAP and in having time and space to walk through their 
plan with their CLE teacher.  
All necessary supports must be provided using inclusive approaches.  
Principals and School Based Teams must also provide an educational program for students who need to stay at 
home because they are immunocompromised.  
Children and youth in care are to have priority access to technology, child care, in-class instruction, and 
additional supports. 
 
Stage 2 Learning Group Cohorts 
Learning Group Cohorts  will reduce the number of people each student or staff member comes into contact with, 
thereby reducing the risk of transmission and ensuring quicker contact tracing by health authorities.  

Cohort Configuration 

Cohort Div  Grades 
(Teachers) 

Student total* Prep Teachers LST 

A 1, 2 5-6-7 (Warren Roy) 45  1 Palmer 
2 Bent 

Gilbert 

B 3, 4 5-6-7 (Millen K) 47  3 Palmer 
4 Bent 

Gilbert 

C 5, 6 4-5-6-7 (Young 
Hennessey) 

53  5 Palmer 
6 Bent 

Lord 

D 7, 8 3-4 (Penny, TBA) 42  7 Palmer 
8 Bent 

Lord 

https://sites.google.com/sd48.bc.ca/enhancingstudentlearning/home
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E 9, 10 2-3 (Aboussafy 
Lamothe) 

38  9 Palmer 
10 Maynard 

Gilbert 

F 11, 12 1-2 (Addis 
Branzsen) 

38  11 Palmer 
12 Maynard 

Maynard 

G 13, 14 K-1 (Franklin 
Filliter) 

38 13 Oakey 
14 Maynard 

Maynard 

*depends on results of transfer request approvals and final enrolment.  

Please see the SD48 Learning Group cohort infographic for more detailed information regarding Learning Groups 
 
Within a Learning Group: 

● minimized physical contact is required, but physical distancing does not need to be maintained. 
 
Outside of a Learning Group: 

● physical distancing of 2m remains the expectation for all staff; 
● even when wearing a mask, staff and students are required to maintain physical distance from people 

outside of their Learning Group 
 
Elementary Programs are: 

● organized by Learning Group cohorts of up to 60 students and staff as the primary learning 
environment where a teacher learning team and their students can interact more regularly.  

 
Principals must ensure that: 

● Learning Groups are diverse in their composition, and established in a manner that reflects the 
principles of equity and inclusion, and does not result in segregated learning environments for 
students with disabilities/diverse abilities; 

● Learning Groups stay together throughout the day, including unstructured times such as lunch, recess, 
classroom changes, etc; 

● students are supported within each Learning Group to minimize physical contact with each other (2m 
physical distancing does not need to be maintained within a Learning Group); 

● students are supported with maintaining 2m physical distancing from others outside of their Learning 
Group cohort during unstructured time such as recess, break, and lunch time; 

● the number of adults (staff and others) who interact with cohorts they are not a part of (to the extent 
possible while supporting learning and a positive, healthy, and safe environment) is minimized; 

● current lists of all members of a cohort are readily available;  
● Learning Group cohorts are amended only at the start of a  term in the school year unless necessary to 

do so sooner or more often to support optimal school functioning. 
 
Accessing the School: 

Students will enter and exit the building in cohorts at assigned entrances, supervised by their teachers. 

 
Front entrance near office:   Cohorts A and B 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fNyJI1Xb25nAuhhQEqChxh_XaUkuymktMEllg4RnGC8/edit?usp=sharing


 
 Spring Creek Community School Safety Plan for COVID-19 Exposure Control 

 
 September 2020 

 

Page 12 of 16 

Intermediate stairs:   Cohorts C and D 
Primary Makerspace entrance: Addis 
Primary Hallway entrance:  Cohort F 
K-1 classes use own door:  Cohort G (and Branzsen) 

Staggered Arrival Times     Staggered Dismissal times 
8:25  Blue Red Green buses   2:18 Blue Red Green buses 
8:35 Cars, Bikes, Feet    2:28 Cars, Bikes, Feet 
8:45  Yellow White buses    2:38 Yellow  White buses 
 

Bell Schedule 

Bells  Cohorts Supervision 

8:25  
8:30 

Warning Bell 
In time 

  

10:00 - 10:10  
Short Recess 

A, C, E, G  
 
 
 
3 EAs 

10:15 - 10:25 B, D, F 

11:50 - 12:20  
Lunch Recess 

A, C, E, G 

12:25 - 12:55 B, D, F 

2:38 Dismissal 

*In addition, Ecole La Passerelle provides EA supervision 
 

Stage 3 Learning Group Cohorts 
Learning Group chort maximum cohort sizes in Stage 3 are as follows: 

● Elementary: up to 30 people 
● Middle: up to 30 people 
● Secondary: up to 60 people 

 
Within an Elementary Learning Group: 

● physical distancing of 2m for elementary school students and for all staff when working outside of 
their Learning Group. 

 
Stage 2 & 3 Storage of Personal Items 
Beyond the new Room Readiness Policy referenced in section 3.2, all staff and students are to refrain from the 
storage of personal items at school sites. Instead: 
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● staff and students should pack in and pack out their personal items each day; 
● elementary Learning Groups are to scan each ‘coat/cloak room’ at the end of each day to ensure they 

are completely empty; and, 
● staff should not leave personal items in the classroom or in the staff/storage rooms. 

 
Stage 2 Food Services 
Spring Creek will continue to work with Whistler Community Services Society to provide healthy options to ensure 
food security for all of our students.  

 
Stage 3 Food Services 
Food services will be provided to vulnerable families, including those who receive regular nutritional support, as well 
as those with emerging needs. 
Principals will ensure they: 

● identify families who receive regular nutritional support; 
● regularly assess which families have emerging needs for food support are provided a mechanism for 

requesting support; 
● plan for continuity of food support for students on days they are not in session; and 
● establish a plan for safe distribution of food (collaborate with existing food programs and community 

volunteers). 
 
Homemade food items are not made available to other students at this time (e.g. birthday treats, bake sale items).  

 
Stage 2 SD48 Transportation Safety Plan  
The SD48 Transportation Safety Plan follows the guidance from the PHO and BCCDC’s Cleaning and Disinfectants for 
Public Settings document. 
 
SD48 will: 

● continue to provide school bus transportation according to Board Policy 701: Transportation of 
Students for eligible riders only - for clarity, there will not be courtesy ridership provided at this 
time; 

● encourage private (e.g. parents/guardians) vehicle use and car pools where possible to decrease 
ridership density and the likelihood of virus transmission; 

● provide heavy flexible plastic shields at the side and rear of the drivers’ seats to provide a 
barrier between the drivers and students, whenever possible; 

● provide every bus with a box of non-medical disposal mask and a bottle of hand sanitizer;  

● establish new bussing schedules (pick up and drop off times) due to rider volume and/or 
staggered start and end times of each school; 

● communicate bussing schedule to parents;  

● assign seating in the following priority order: 

1. students from the same household will share a seat;  

2. students from the same Learning Group will share a seat; 

3. if required, students from outside their Learning Group will share a seat; and, 

● maintain current passenger lists to share with public health when necessary.  
 
Bus drivers must: 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QqK-pGayjOud6YB9rVQLP2rb3Me5AmXokHbaQBQ4gu4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QqK-pGayjOud6YB9rVQLP2rb3Me5AmXokHbaQBQ4gu4/edit
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● clean their hands often, including before and after completing trips;  

● clean and disinfect the high touch surface areas of the bus assigned to them at the start of their 
shift and between runs; and, 

● disinfect all internal surfaces of the bus after the final drop off for the day.  
 
Students must: 

● clean their hands before they leave home to take the bus, when they leave school prior to taking 
the bus, and when they get home;  

● if possible, sit one student per seat only, if not living together; 

● non-medical masks are required in situations where a person cannot maintain physical distance 
for extended periods of time and is in close proximity to a person outside of their regular 
contacts. This includes riding the bus to school where a student may be sitting next to a person 
outside of their cohort or household; 

○ non-medical masks are not recommended for elementary students on busses due to the 
increased likelihood they will touch their face and eyes, as well as require assistance to 
properly put on and take off their mask (requiring increased close personal contact from 
school staff);  

○ no student is required to wear a non-medical mask if they do not tolerate it; 

● remain seated at all times while on the bus and until given direction to stand and exit the bus; 

● enter according to their seating from back to front and exit from front to back; and,  

● follow all other directions given by the bus driver, including possible new guidelines for school 
bus entry and exit.

 
SD48 Communication Strategies 
In order to provide up to date information and clear direction to staff, students, parents, and the wider community, 
staff will: 

● post signage at entries, exits, and throughout traffic areas; 
● post Room Readiness signage for lunch time and end of day practices; 
● post the BCCDC hand washing poster at all handwashing stations; 
● provide parents with Returning to In-Class Instruction: A Prep Sheet for Families to assist with pre-

teaching students about health and safety protocols; 
● send home reminders via email about all safety precautions; 
● maintain school and district websites with all current information; 
● post their school or site safety plans on their website; and,  
● refer all media requests to the Office of the Superintendent. 

 
3.4 Personal Measures 
Personal measures are actions individuals can take to protect themselves and others.  
 
Stay Home When Sick 
All students and staff must assess their wellness each day before arriving on site:  

● Children and staff with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or who have travelled outside Canada in 
the last 14 days or are identified as a close contact with a confirmed case or outbreak, should not 
come to school or work and follow directions from public health. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/signage-posters
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o27W6u7U13GPMchRJGYG8hlaof2NQc7Y/view?usp=sharing
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● Students and staff who experience seasonal allergies, or other COVID-19-like symptoms which are 
related to an existing condition, can continue to attend school and work as normal when they are 
experiencing these symptoms. Individuals who experience any change in symptoms should seek 
assessment by a health-care provider. 
 

Follow Hand Hygiene 
Rigorous hand washing with plain soap and water for at least 20 seconds is the most effective way to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. Parents, caregivers and staff are to teach and reinforce these practices with students, assisting 
them as needed. All persons accessing district sites are to reference and follow the guidelines outlined in the BCCDC 
hand washing poster. 
 

● signage directs people entering the building to a designated hand washing station; 
● hand sanitizer stations are set up at the school entrance (e.g. the placement of hand sanitizer 

dispensers); 
● hand washing supplies are well maintained and inventory is monitored by the school custodian on a 

weekly basis.  
 

Use Respiratory Etiquette 
All staff are trained and all students are taught appropriate respiratory etiquette 

○ cough and sneeze into an elbow, sleeve, or a tissue. Used tissues must be thrown away, and 
hands washed immediately; and, 

Appropriate signage is posted. 
 
Maintain Physical Distancing 
Reducing the number of close, in-person interactions helps prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

● classrooms will be set up to promote spacing between students where possible; 
● staff are trained to physically distance outside of their Learning Group cohorts; and, 
● students are taught to physically distance themselves from students outside their Learning 

Group cohorts within the school and outside of the school during recess and lunch etc.. 

 
Avoid Sharing Food, Drink, and Personal Items 

Food, drink, and personal items (e.g. devices, writing tools, manipulatives, toys, etc.) should not be shared. If the 
sharing of items is necessary, they should be sanitized after use and between different people using them. 
 
3.5 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
Gloves are not required beyond that which is used by staff as part of the regular precaution for hazards normally 
encountered in their regularly assigned duties. For example, supporting a student with a designated medical care 
plan or experiencing a health emergency may require staff to be exposed to bodily fluids and therefore require the 
use of gloves. 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_Handwashing%20Poster_MD%20offices.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_Handwashing%20Poster_MD%20offices.pdf
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Principals must support a number of viable distancing strategies when staff must interact closely with people 
outside of their Learning Group and physical distance cannot be consistently maintained. If no strategies are viable, 
the principal must require staff to wear a non-medical mask, a face shield, or a face covering.  
 
Non-Medical Masks  
SD48 will supply schools with reusable masks. Principals are to create a system in their school for the distribution of 
the SD48 reusable masks to students or staff who need one. Many people will have their own masks and prefer to 
wear those and others will not want to wear one at all. Those choices will be respected.  
 
Principals must ensure that: 

● even if wearing masks, students and staff in different Learning Groups do not crowd in large 
groups or gather together; 

● students and staff have the option to wear a mask in the classroom; 
● students who don't tolerate face masks for medical reasons will not have to wear them; 
● everyone treats each other and those wearing masks with respect; 
● students and staff are reminded to have a non-medical mask or face covering available at school so it 

is accessible; and, 
● non-medical masks are available in the front office. 

 
Non-medical masks are not recommended for elementary students due to the increased likelihood they will 
touch their face and eyes, as well as require assistance to properly put on and take off their mask (requiring 
increased close personal contact from school staff). 
 
More information about COVID-related mask use is available on the BC Centre for Disease Control website. 

 

4.0 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES/INFORMATION 
The following links may have additional information, guidance, or resources that may assist you in the development 
of your plan: 

● BCCDC: COVID-19: Public Health Guidance for K-12 School Settings 
● Ministry of Education: Pandemic Response Framework  
● BCCDC Childcare and Schools 
● BCCDC Cleaning and Disinfectants for Public Settings  
● Ministry of Education: Emergency Management Planning for Schools, Districts and Authorities 
● Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) Infectious Diseases Information Sheet  
● WorkSafeBC’s hygiene practices signage 
● SD48 COVID-19 Prevention Guidelines  
● BCCDC COVID-19 Signage & Posters  
● Playground Use School Signs  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks/masks
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/healthyschools/pandemic_response_framework.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/childcare-schools
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-management/safe-caring-and-orderly-schools/emergency-management-planning-guide
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Routine%20Practices/Routine%20Practices%20Information%20Sheet.pdf
http://ipac.vch.ca/Documents/Routine%20Practices/Routine%20Practices%20Information%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-cover-coughs-sneezes?lang=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o27W6u7U13GPMchRJGYG8hlaof2NQc7Y/view
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/signage-posters
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tRXQlX_6UBrRSiBj4dT3YycbSsmVgS_y/view?usp=sharing

